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OBITUARIES
FLOYD WALLACE BENNETT

 
 Mr. Floyd Wallace Bennett, 71, Irvington, Ky., died 
Oct. 12, 2014 at his residence.  
 He is survived by his wife, Jackie McCauley Bennett, 
Irvington; three daughters, Erin Bennett, Irvington, 
Joan Elaine Caudill, Elizabethtown, Ky., Crystal Gayle 
Bandurske, Louisville, Ky.; two brothers, James Manuel 
Bennett, Owensboro, Ky., Richard Bennett, Brandenburg, 
Ky.; a sister, Joan Elaine Loft, Las Vegas, Nev.; three 
grandchildren, Alyssa, Derek and Dalton, as well as five 
other grandchildren.
 He was a Vietnam veteran of the Marine Corp; and a 
member of Harrison Masonic Lodge #122 F.&A.M, where 
he served as a Past Master.
 Funeral Services will be held on Oct. 17 at 11 a.m., from 
Walnut Grove Baptist Church, Louisville, Ky., with Rev. 
Rick Lauterbach, officiating.  Burial, with military honors, 
will follow in the church cemetery.  
 Visitation will be held at Hager Funeral Home in Bran-
denburg on Oct. 16, from 4-8 p.m. and at the church on 
Oct. 17  from 9 a.m. until the time of service.  
 Masonic Funeral Rites will be performed on Oct. 16 at 
7 p.m. from the chapel of the funeral home.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com. 

DOROTHY PEARL EAGLE
 
 Dorothy Pearl Eagle, 90, died Oct.12, 2014.  

 She is survived by her sons, Phillip (Ma-
jorie) Wright,
Gene (Holly) Wright, Gorby (Ann) 
Wright, David (Vanessa) Wright, Dorby 
(Charlotte) Wright and Ken (Linda) 
Wright; daughters, Donnie Curl and 
Carolyn  (Daniel) Gunderman; brothers, 
Elbert(Charlene), Dale, and Roy (Jane)
Lasley; sisters, Corlene (Bob) Fowler, 

Doris Lawrence,  Laverne Pyles, Barbara Blankenship 
and Maryrose (Jim) Cannady; 27 grandchildren; 54 great-
grandchildren and 19 great-great-grandchildren.
 She was a member of Salem Baptist Church, Branden-
burg, Ky.
 Funeral services were held Oct. 15 at the W.G. Hardy 
Funeral Home and Cremation Services with burial in 
Highland Memory Gardens, Mt. Washington, Ky.  
 Expressions of sympathy to Hosparus of Louisville or 
American Cancer Society.

roBert t. “BoBBy” Lancaster
 
  Robert T. “Bobby” Lancaster, 83, Fla-

herty, Ky., died Oct. 8, 2014 at Hardin 
Memorial Hospital in Elizabethtown, 
Ky.

  He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Tom and Nell Lancaster; a son, Larry 
Lancaster; two brothers, David “Doc” 
Lancaster and John Lancaster; and a 
sister, Joetta Hardesty.

  He is survived by his wife, Betty Jo 
Lancaster, Flaherty, Ky.; five sons, Gary (Liz) Lancaster, 
Flaherty,  Dan (Terry) Lancaster, Flaherty, Bill (Susan) 
Lancaster, Flaherty, Jerry (Sherry) Lancaster,  Flaherty, 
Tom (Lisa) Lancaster, Elizabethtown; a daughter, Patti 
(Stacy) Voyles, Payneville, Ky.; four sisters, Alice Moss, 
Vine Grove, Ky., Anita Davidson, Brandenburg, Ky., 
Ronnie Compton, Irvington, Ky., Lucy Moore, Danville, 
Ky.; nine grandchildren; four step - grandchildren and five 
great-grandchildren.
 He was a member of St. Martin of Tours Catholic 
Church, a farmer and retired from General Electric.
 The Mass of Christian Burial was held Oct. 13 at St. 
Martin of Tours Catholic Church in Flaherty. Rev. Kevin 
Bryan officiated. Burial followed in St. Martin Catholic 
Church Cemetery in Flaherty.
 Expressions of sympathy may take the form of contribu-
tions to The Leukemia and Lymphoma Society, Kentucky 
and Southern Indiana, 301 East Main Street Suite 100, 
Louisville, KY 40202-1077 or Mass of the Air, 508 Breck-
enridge Lane, Louisville, KY 40207-3833.

RICHARD LAMAR MATTINGLY
 
 Richard Lamar Mattingly, 77, Louisville, Ky., formerly 
of Meade County, died Oct. 6, 2014, at his residence.  

He is survived by two sons, Rick (Christy) Mattingly, 
Watertown, Tenn., Roger (Ivye) Mattingly, Brandenburg 
Ky.; a sister, Mary Lena (Bennie) Hardesty, Brandenburg; a 
brother, Herbert Mattingly Jr., Big Spring, Ky.; a half - sis-
ter, Dorothy Riggs; two grandchildren, Memory Kinslow, 
Carthage, Tenn., Cody Mattingly, Brandenburg; and two 
great - grandchildren, Blaze and Kamryn Kinslow.

Funeral services were held Oct. 9 from the chapel of 
the Hager Funeral Home. Deacon Greg Beavin officiated.  
Burial followed in St. Mary Magdalen Cemetery.  

Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

VIOLET POWELL
 
 Violet Powell, 96, Tucson, Ariz., died Oct. 10, 2014.  
 She is survived by three daughters, Debbi (Greg) 
Medley, Paula (Pat) Wathen and Cecelia Vitolo; seven 
grandchildren, Jennifer Medley (Jason) Hayes, Jason Med-
ley, Danny (Terri) Wathen, Ryan Wathen, Rob (Ursula) 
Vitolo, Yvette (Rich) Ferren and Chris (Vicky) Vitolo; 16 
great-grandchildren; and two great-great-grandchildren.  
 Funeral services will be held Oct. 16 from the East Lawn 
Palms Funeral Home in Tucson.

IAN JAY WELCH
 
 Ian Jay Welch, 35, Brandenburg, Ky., died Oct. 9, 2014.

 He was born June 14, 1979 at RAF Lak-
enheath in Suffolk, England.
 He was preceded into death by his wife, 
Criste Lee Cates Welch and grandparents, 
Gerald J. and Grace A. Baker Schneider.
 He is survived by two daughters, Sarahann 
Elizabeth and Grace Lee Welch; parents, 
William “Pierce” and Katherine Marie 
Mroczka Welch III, Elizabethtown, Ky.; sis-

ters, Kathy Michelle (Timothy) Hill, Dallas, Texas, Stephanie 
Kristina (Robert) Johnson, Bellflower, Calif. and Annelyse 
Rose Welch, Elizabethtown; three brothers, Aaron Lee 
(Karla) Welch, Louisville, Ky., Michael Patrick (Christina) 
Welch, Ft. Benning, Ga. and William “Liam” Pierce Welch 
IV, Elizabethtown; grandparents, William “Bill” Pierce and 
Billy Anna “B.A.” Welch Jr., Denver, Colo. and Henry and 
Delphine Krist Mroczka, Martinez, Ga.; mother and father-
in-law, Ed and Pat Cates, Brandenburg; biological father, 
Gerald J. Schneider, Tucson, Ariz.; three half-brothers; and 
10 nieces and nephews. 
 Funeral services were held Oct. 14 at Brandenburg United 
Methodist Church with burial in St. James Cemetery, Eliza-
bethtown.
 In lieu of flowers expressions of sympathy may be made to 
the American Heart Association.
 Condolences may be expressed at www.bjsfunerals.com.

WILLIAM MARC YOUNG
 
 William Marc Young, 60, Ekron, Ky., died Oct. 9,  at 
Hardin Memorial Hospital, Elizabethtown, Ky.
 He is survived by his wife, Nancy Young; his son, Nicho-
las (Kalisha) Rowe, Irvington, Ky.; a step-son, Ivan Abell, 
Ekron; a step-daughter, Felicia Abell, Ekron; a special 
son, Christopher Earl; three brothers, Mike (Sara) Young, 
Louisville, Ky., Harry (Mattie) Young, Radcliff, Ky., Bryant 
(Elsie) Moorman, Irvington; five sisters, Cassandra Crouch 
and Donna Moorman, Louisville, Ky., Sherry (Melvin) 
Young and Marcella (David) Duncan, Irvington, and Anita 
(Gerald) Duncan, Hardinsburg, Ky.; three granddaughters, 
Lavanna (Christian) Abell and Martika Abell, Radcliff, Ky. 
and Nicola Rowe, Irvington; two grandsons, J’Meer and 
Brandon Rowe; and five great-granddaughters.
 Funeral services were held Oct. 13, in the Chapel of the 
Hager Funeral Home with burial in Zion Grove Cemetery.  
 Condolences may be expressed at www.hagerfuneral-
home.com.

 Historical precedents are 
coming at a rapid pace these 
days.  It is likely, however, 
that millions in this nation 
don’t even realize when these 
momentous markers happen.  
On Oct. 6, the U.S. Supreme 
decided to take a “pass” on 
hearing appeals arguments 
from states where laws rec-
ognizing legal marriage as 
being only between a man 
and woman have been over-
turned by lower courts.  By 
refusing to hear the appeals 
rather than hand down a 
direct decision on such laws 
affirming the traditional 
understanding of marriage, 
the court silently upheld the 
lower court decisions. In 
effect this permits same-sex 
marriage licenses to now be 
issued in as many as 30 states.
 Actions of this nature do 
not happen in a vacuum.  
This will have long-range 
implications (for perhaps a 
generation or more) for both 
churches and private busi-
nesses who for either biblical 
or moral reasons (or both) 
believe that same-sex mari-
tal unions should not receive 
legal recognition.  The ques-
tion that now arises is will 
those churches and institu-
tions who believe that God’s 
word has spoken clearly on 
the marriage union (Genesis 

Minister’s Corner 
2:21-24) be forced to accept 
laws that violate individual 
or corporate conscience?  
Only time will tell.
 It appears that even now 
a slight majority of Ameri-
cans approve of this redefi-
nition of marriage.  A 
momentous cultural shift is 
indeed underway.  Despite 
this cultural accommoda-
tion, the question remains 
as to whether the Creator 
has revised His definition 
of the marriage relation-
ship?  Many will say that to 
affirm a same-sex marital 
union of a committed gay or 
lesbian couple has nothing to 
do with the basic message of 
the gospel.  Nothing, how-
ever, could be further from 
the truth.  The man/woman 
marriage covenant estab-
lished by God is the picture 
of the ultimate union estab-
lished before the foundation 
of the world, that being the 
union of Christ with His 
“bride,” the church (Ephe-
sians 5:22-32).  Further, if 
indeed God dwelt among us 
in the person of Jesus Christ, 
then Jesus without qualifica-
tion embraced His Father’s 
exclusive creation of the 
male/female “one flesh” rela-
tionship that no outside force 
or movement is to separate 
or redefine. The Father and 
the Son have allowed for no 
other option concerning the 
marriage institution.   We 
who believe that God has 
spoken (and continues to 
speak) are not in the place 
of accepting another option 
either. 

By PASTOR
WILLIAM
“HAPPY”
CHANDLER
Rock Haven 
Baptist 
Church

The family of
Tsuyako “Mitchiko” 

Shiraishi Bennett
Wish to acknowledge the many expressions of love, concern, 
compassion from friends and loved ones during this time of 

bereavement. We are so grateful for all the prayers, hugs, 
visits, cards, food, and donations given to us.  We also send our 

gratitude and appreciation to Jenkins-Bruington-Sturgeon Funeral 
Home, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints (Brandenburg 

Ward) and Clayton Hylander for all of their help and support. 
Words cannot express the strength you have given us during 

this most dif cult of times. Mitchiko will be missed 
forever, but we know she will live in the hearts of all 

who shared their grief with us.

With Much Love,
Otis (“Buck”) Bennett, Sr.; Mary Bennett (Jimmy) Lamkin; 

Otis (Stephanie) Bennett, Jr.; L. Ray (Carol) Bennett, 
Sharlene Bennett (Dan) Boaz, Tina Bennett Grif th, 

Betsy Bennett Warman and their families

 270-769-5925

 1407 N. Dixie Highway, Elizabethtown, KY

 MONUMENT FACTS:
 • Not all granites are the same
 • Priced to meet your budget
 • Perpetual warranty
 • Largest selection of memorials in 
 Kentucky

 • Rock Of Ages memorials can  ONLY
   be purchased from Keith Monuments

 ...not because there was a death, 
           but because there was a life.

 Tim Dixon
 Memorial Counselor

Submitted Article

Grief.  Not a word I 
have ever thought too 
much about. I’ve used it 
quite often as in: “Good 
grief, will you stop that?;” 
“Why must you give me 
grief about (fill in the 
blank); and other cliche 
uses of the word.  I nev-
er gave the word much 
thought at all, much less 
the meaning. That is, until 
Grief introduced himself 
to me personally on Janu-
ary 17, 2000.   The start of 
a new century.  A chance 
for monumental changes 
in my life.

Boy what a true state-
ment that was.  On Janu-
ary 17, 2000, I lost the love 
of my life in an automo-
bile accident. I had spo-
ken to him at 4:30 on that 
Sunday afternoon and by 
4:30 a.m. on Monday he 
had left my life forever. 
He was 45 years old.

Dealing with this trage-
dy in itself is quite enough 
to last me a lifetime, but 
dealing with the people 
who are dealing with my 
grief is like trying to com-
municate with something 
from another universe. It 
would be very interesting 
to see, if I took the time to 
really research it, at what 
point in our history griev-
ing the loss of someone 
you loved became taboo. 
I strongly recall in “Gone 
with the Wind”, Scarlett 
was greatly put out be-
cause she was expected to 
wear black and grieve for 
a year.

My experience has been, 
being generous, that after 
about a month I was sup-
posed to just be “over it” 
and be getting on with my 
life as usual. What makes 
the situation worse is that 
Brian and I were not mar-
ried. We had only been 
together for about two 
years. Our relationship 
was a troubled one and we 
struggled to understand 
each other. He was the 
one for me though; I knew 
it in my heart. Soul mates, 
true love, whatever phrase 
you choose to use, I loved 
him with all my heart.

The people who I would 
expect to know me best, 
love me most, and support 
me no matter what have 
been, by far, the worst. 
My family and my friends 
look at me now as if I’ve 
grown two heads and have 
a tail. I can literally see 
their faces pale and their 
eyes roll when I mention 
his name. I can read it on 
their faces, “Oh no, here 
she goes again.”

My own mother, who 
experienced the same 
type of loss when she was 
about my age, tells me to 
stop using my grief as an 
excuse to avoid reality and 
get over it. Get over it. 
Like all I lost was some-
thing as simple as losing a 
spare car key. Oh well no 
big deal. You can fall in 
love again some day. You 
are young; you will have 
other chances. You should 
be happy for him: he is in 
a better place now. We can 
never understand God’s 
plan. Etc, and blah, blah, 

blah.
ENOUGH!!!! Now 

granted I have had more 
than just a few moments 
of insanity. I have had 
more than one grief- in-
duced breakdown in a 
public place. I have had 
a very strong and barely 
controlled urge for the last 
few months to punch just 
about anyone in the nose 
for just about any reason. 
I have locked myself in my 
room for an entire week-
end and done nothing but 
lay on the bed, feel sorry 
for myself and cry.

But you know what????  
That is OK.  It is part of 
GRIEVING!!!  But I only 
found out it was OK to 
feel the things I am feel-
ing by joining an on-line 
support group.   Only in 
this environment have I 
been able to find the love 
and support I so desper-
ately need.   Only here 
can I talk about Brian and 
the things I lost and the 
things I feel, and be total-
ly and completely under-
stood.  It ’s strange to me 
how complete strangers 
are the only ones you can 
turn to in your greatest 
time of emotional need.  
Only in this group have I 
found a means for healing.

Sadder still is that I 
know I was one of these 
“grief police” before this 
happened to me. I know 
I was guilty of uttering 
those simple phrases we 
all think are caring and 
meant to comfort. Let 
me tell you all right now 
from personal experience, 
THEY DON’T. All those 
things become thought-
less and hurtful to the 
grieving person.

The best thing to do is 
just say “I’m so very sorry” 
and offer a hug. Don’t of-
fer your time, support, or 
an ear if you really don’t 
truly think you can fol-
low through. Don’t com-
pare our loss to the loss of 
your Great Aunt Tilly or 
your favorite dog, Ralph. 
Don’t even try to compare 
it to the loss of a parent 
or close friend or someone 
you knew who lost their 
mate. It ’s like comparing 
apples and elephants.

All loss is hard; all loss 
has an impact on us in 

some way; but the loss of 
a mate is an indescrib-
able personal hell.  I can 
only imagine what losing 
a child would do to a per-
son and my heart breaks 
for people who have suf-
fered that unimaginable 
tragedy. And a word of ad-
vice to all of you out there 
“who don’t want to get 
married because it might 
ruin the relationship”. You 
better get some things in 
writing because no matter 
how much you think the 
family loves you, or how 
many years you spent with 
your mate, you will only 
be the “boyfriend” or the 
“girlfriend” when it comes 
to what belongs to whom 
and who gets to decide 
what happens to the per-
son who has died.

During that whole aw-
ful year I have not only 
lost the person I thought 
I would spend my life 
with, but I had lost all his 
friends and family. I have 
lost most of my friends 
too. Maybe some of them 
just don’t know what to 
say to me. Maybe they 
think I have some kind of 
curse and if they are my 
friend they will be suscep-
tible to the same kind of 
tragedy. You can’t worry 
about saying things that 
will make us cry. We cry 
all the time anyway. How 
could we not cry? Say their 
names, share some memo-
ries, remember something 
about that person that 
made you laugh. It hurts, 
but it doesn’t hurt as bad 
as trying to get through 
the days while everyone 
around you is trying to 
pretend that person never 
existed because they don’t 
want to “upset you.”

To those of you who 
read this and have abso-
lutely no idea what I am 
talking about, tear this ar-
ticle out of whatever mag-
azine you may be reading. 
Put it in a box in the very 
top of your closet, and 
I hope with all my heart 
you never have to go look-
ing for it. To those of you 
who are trying to read this 
as the tears stream down 
your face, I am so very 
truly sorry for your loss. I 
wish you peace.

grief experienced

NOTICE
The Meade County Messenger will 

print a picture of your loved one in the 
obituary column. We need to receive 
the picture by noon Monday of the 
week the obituary is in the paper.


